Nov.

14, 2006 * Caribbean Life * Brooklyn/Staten Island  Page 22

Rudy Boschwitz.

By Lucy Komisar . . . ..

NEW YORK, Nov. 6, 2006
— Five nationally promi-
nent U.S. Republicans, inde-

James S. Gilmore IlI.

pendent board members of
a corporation that has been
charged with paying hun-
dreds of thousands of dol-

b

A

lars in bribes to get a sweet-
heart telecom deal in Haiti,
are leaving its board.

The company is IDT, the

Thomas Iade Gorton Il

‘world’s third-ranked inter-

national phone company.
The Republicans are Rudy 5
Boschwitz, former senator’

)

|

Jack Kemp.

from Minnesota; James S.
Gilmore TII, former Virginia
governor;  Thomas Slade
Gorton III, former senator

'from Washington State;

Jack Kemp, former con-
gressman from New York
and 1996 vice presidential
nominee; and Jeane
Kirkpatrick. the former U.S.

. ambassador to the U.N.

They are not included
among nominees on ' the

IDT proxy statement filed

with the U.S. Securities and
Exchange Commission
(SEC) Oct. 30. Two other
independent board mem-
bers, Warren Blaker and
Saul K. Fenster, are also
leaving, and four company

- board members are step-

ping down, whilst three
others are coming on,
reducing the board from 15
to seven members, with the
independents at a one-per-
son majority.

IDT is run by James
Courter, a former Republican
congressman from - New
Jersey. The company is under
investigation by the SEC, the
United States Attorney in
Newark, New Jersey, and a
U.S. federal grand jury for
allegedly. paying bribes to
Jean-Bertrand Aristide, for-
mer president of Haiti

Jeane Kirkpatrick.

5 top GOPers accused of ribery quit telecom board

want business people with
public company board
experience.”

IDT spokesperson Gil
Nielsen said that the com-
pany two weeks ago had

told the SEC it planned to ¢

reduce the size of its board

“as part of a cost-saving 1

and restructuring plan”,
He said, “Clearly, the
fact that several board
members will not stand
for re-election is only a
result of the proposed
reduction in the number
of board seats.” Nielsen
did not explain why IDT,
while removing some
members, added three
new people to its board.
He said, “As far as any
allegations concerning
Haiti, IDT continues to
maintain that any such
claims are false and with-
out merit and are the
result of a former dis-
gruntled employee.”
Bribery allegations were
first raised by a former
IDT executive, Michael
Jewett, who said that IDT
made a deal to pay off
Aristide in return for a
lucrative contract to pro-

vide phone service to
Haiti, paying nine cents a
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