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Gar ciamay have had paramilitary links
COSEPAP "rePortedlY has
asreed to send 1,000 'rf its
dembers to North Kor':a for
training bY 1989; abof rt 300
have been there alreadY"'

Four offici$s',::Who iieiti
high-level positisns at the time
itt"tnu r"tii *-urica section of
the National SecuritY Council
and the U.S. EmbdsCi in Lima
said that the form and stYle of
the document indicate it was
prepared either bY the CIA or
bv 1ne state DePartment's
Bnt""n of Intelligence and
Research. All asked for ano-
nymity, largelY out of tradition
oi dipiomatic circumsPection

The U.S. embassY in Lima
at the tirne was also sending
cables t9 Washington about
the existGhce of ParamilitarY
sroups. ManY were suPPlied
t-o the Truth and Reconcilia-
tion Co.Pgffiion and aPPear
on the website of the Wash-
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nUmtrc AGAIN: Peruvian presidential candidate Alan
@hrefai- who wd$:**rdsi'dentrof Peru from 1985-90 -

hold3..a dove wtiile iiiaking a Campaign speech'

A 1987 report described Gorcia's military as
'wiLling to commit more brazen killings''

inston-based National Secu-
rit-v At"hi r", an independent
sroup dedicated to declassifY-
ing U.S. foreign PolicY docu-
ments.

Butthbse cables lacked the
certainty of the document in
the NSC files of the Reagan
library, using words such as

"rumors" and "susPicions" to
describe the Garcia links to
the paremilitary squads.

THERE IS NO DOUBT'

Alexanderr F. Watson, theb.'
U.S. ambassador to Peru and
nolv at an international con-
sulting firm in Washingto-n'
comm-enting on some of the
irt*ti"ot ii the rePort, said,
"There is no doubt,that the
APRA PartY, had.ParamilitarY
orsanizations.""But Watson said he could
not recall anY U.S. diPlomatic
complaints to lhe Garcia
admiiistration at the time.

Iucv Komiscr is o fteelance
journilist who has conducted'research 

ot tlw Reagan LibrarY
andfiledthe request to declas-
sify the docammt.

M A declassified document
asserted that the Political
party of former President
Alan Garcia, in second'
place following Sunday's
presidential election' ran a
paramilitarY organiTation-

BY IUCY KOI,IISAR
Soecialto The Miami Herald

A declassified U.S- govern-
ment document asserts that
former Peruvian President
Alan Garcia's Political PartY
ran at least one secret Paramil-
itary organization that "blood-
ied'; Maoist Shining Path guer-
rillas during his 1985-90 term
and sent 300 agents to train in
North Korea
. Garcia is in second Place in
Sunday's Presidential elec-
tions, which could send him
into a runoff against the lead-
ine candidate, ultra-nationalist
ofanta Humala. Phone calls
and e-mails seeking comment
from his camPaign sPokesman
and personal secretary went
unansrryered

The one-Page document'
which is undated and marked
as page 3, was archived in the
Reagan Presidential Library in
Simi VdleY, Calif., as Part of
the National SecuritY Council
files from the Reagan adminis-
tration, The document does
not say who wrote or received
it.

RUMORS WIDESPREAD

Allegations of human-rights
violations in the fight against
Shining Path were widesPread
at the time, although most
human-rights BrouPs blamed
Peru's securitY forces. A1987
Human Rights Watch rePort
said Garcia's governm.ent
exerted "Precarious, if anY,
control over its own securitY
forces" and described "a mili-
tary ever freer from civilian
control, willing to commit
more brazen killings-"

U,S. human-rights advo-
cates at the time Protested

af ainst the Reagan administra-
tibn's failure- to condeimn
Peirrvian human-rlghts abuses.

According to the rePort'
Garcia's partY - the A4erican
Popular RevolutionarY Alli-
ance, or APRA - ran "a'sectet
paramilitary orgenization, Per-
Laps several" while his DeP-
uty Interior Minister, Agustin
Mantilla, "suPervises a secret
Dolice force."

"Mant i l la  rePortedlY
believes that APRA needs the
caoabilitV to eliminate terror-
isG because ofthe ludicial sYs-
tem's tendency to rglease
then and Police reluctance to
kill captured ... militants,"
said thi report, first Published
sarligl this monthby Iima's La

Reptiblica newsPaPer and
declassilied in 200L

The four or five lines of text
that follow remain classified,
and the document does not
sav whether executions were
aciually carried out. It notes
that one APRA ParamilitarY
squad known as COSEPAP
botchea an attemPted bomb-
ing of an allegedlY Pro-Shining
Path newsPaPer.

The guiriilla war caused
tlre deaths of more than 69,000
people, according to a 2OO3
iep6rt by Peru's Truth and
Reconciliation Commission,
until Shining Pathwas crushed
under Garcia's successor'
Alberto Fuiimori-

The document also notes
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Lucy Komisar
Note
The article in La República referred to is by me!


