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l.ERRORISTS
Abdu l lah  Cat l i ,  the  fug i t i ve  hero in

s m u g g l e r ,  h a d  e s c a p e d  f r o m  a  S w i s s
prison. The dead beauty queen, Gonca Uz,
was his girlfriend.

The po l i ce  o f f i cer  was  Husey in  Ko-
cadag, head of a Turkish police academy
and a former Istanbul deputy police chief
who reportedly organized hit squads in the
southeast that kill Kurdish guerrillas and
their supporters.

The survivor, Sedat Bucak, a member of
parl iament from the conservative True
Path Party, is reportedly in charge of 2,000
Kurdish mercenaries paid by the govern-
ment to flght Kurdish guerrillas.

The car crash has cleated a sensation in
Turkey  and has  led  par l iament  to  ho ld
hearings on the ties iinking the Ti'ue Path
Party, the police, and thugs like Abdullah
Catl i .  Newspapers in Turkey are making
connections between what they are calling
the "state gang" and a secret paramilitary
force that for decades has attacked the
left. But as TUrkish investigators dig, they
may come across one more hidden con-
nection: The United States set uo that se-
c re t  parami l i ta ry  fo rce  a t  the  he igh t  o f  the
Cold War.

In the 1950s, the United States was con-
cerned that the Soviet Union would con-

quer much of Western Europe. The CIA
and the Pentagon came up with a plan to
establ ish secret resistance groups within
various Western Eurooean countries that
would fight back against the predicted So-
viet occupation. These groups were called
"stay-behind" organizations: little cells of
paramilitary units that would take on the
Sov ie ts  beh ind  enemy l ines .  Be lg ium,
France, Holland, Greece, Italy, and Ger-
many have a l l  acknowledged tha t  they
participated in the covert network.

The United States funded these stay-be-
h ind  groups  fo r  decades.  Even though
there was no Soviet occuoation. some of
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The Popets Assassins
Ai,lt'*3*i';1r:
M e r c e d e s  B e n z  c r a s h ,  w a s
a l so  connec ted  to  t he  man
who tried to assassinate Pope
John  Pau l  I l  i n  1981 ,  Mehmet
Al i  Agca.

Both were members o[  the
Grey Wolves.  Both had
worked  toge the r  i n  a  p rev i -
ous assassination effort. In
1979, Ali Agca killed a Turk-
ish newspaper editor. Catli
was in  on the p lot .  When the
pol ice arrested Agca,  they
found a fa lse passport  be-
longing to Catli.

Cat l i  then repor tediy
he lped  o rgan i ze  Agca ' s  es -
cape from an Istanbul mili-
tary prison, and some have
suggested Catli was even in-
volved in the Pope's assassi-
nation attempt.

The CIA said the assassina-
tion attempt was the work of
the Soviets, through their Bul-
garian all ies. This has never
been proven,  and a much
more p lausib le case can be

'  made that  i t  was a r ight is t
p lot .  The Grey Wolves are
clearly implicated, and they
are d i rect ly  re lated to the
Turkish counterguerrilla force.

But why would a Turkish rightist squad have an interest in
assassinating the Pope? The answer may lie with links be-
tween the "stay-behind" organizations in various European

c o u n t r i e s .  w h i c h  a l l  h a d  a
stake in blaming lerrorism on
the le [ t .

Most  is  known about  the
I t a l i a n  C l a d i o ,  L a t i n  f o r
sword ,  wh i ch  wo rked  w i th
the Maf ia and neofascis ts  to
p reven t  l t a l i an  commun is t s
f rom tak ing power through
i n s u r r e c t i o n  o r  t h e  v o t e .
Pr ime Minis ter  Giu l io  An-
dreotti acknowledged the ex-
is tence of  the Gladio in  test i -
mony before an I ta l ian
parliamentary commission on
August 2. 1990. He said ltaly
had used a ' 's t rategy of  ten-
s ion "  1o  unde rcu t  t he  i n f l u -
ence of the legal communist
Dartv.

That  s t rategy was lerror-
ism. The Gladio conducled
bombings, and then blamed
the bombings on the left. The
assassination attempt on the
Pope may have been part of
this strategy of tension.

At the scene of the Mer-
cedes Benz crash. Turkish in-
vestigators found Catli with a
fake passport .  "The person
o n  t h i s  p h o t o .  M e h m e t
Ozbay, works as a specialist
for the police directorate and

HENRTK DRFSCHER he is al lowed to carry guns."
M e h m e t  O z b a y  w a s  a n  a l i a s - t h e  v e r y  s a m e  a l i a s  t h a t
Mehmet Ali,Agca had on his own passport.

_L.K.

After the 1980 coup, several hundred
thousand left ists were jai led for three or
four years without tr ial .  Many were tor-
tured. The parliamentary commission has
cal led on Evren to test i fy about charges
that terror squads were used routinely by
t h e  m i l i t a r y  j u n t a  a n d  p a r t i c i p a t e d  i n
roundups of leftists.

By the mid-1980s, the counterguerrillas
had a new target: the Kurds. Government
security agencies began using paramilitary
death squads against Kurds who started an
armed s t rugg le  in  1984.  In  November
1990, six months after our interview, Ece-
vit  repeated publicly that a clandestine
paramilitary force existed in Turkey. Three
weeks later, the head of the T[rkish Army
Operations Department and the comman-
der of the Special Forces issued a state-
ment that there was a special NATO orga-
n iza t ion  in  Turkey  ca l led  the  Spec ia l
Warfare Department, whose mission was
"to organize resistance in the case of a
communist occupation." They said its se-
c re t  member  "pa t r io ts "  were  no t  con-
nected to the counterguerrillas. The spe-

cial NATO organization was, of course,
the stay-behind operation the Americans
had started.

ln 1,992, the commander of the Special
Warfare Department, General Kemal Yl-
maz, said, "The department is st i l l  act ive
in security operations against armed mem-
bers of the PKK [Kurdish Workers Party]
in Turkey's southeastern provinces."
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I  human- r igh ts  repor t  on  Turkey  was
I blunt. "Prominent credible human-

rights organizations, Kurdish leaders, and
local Kurds asserted that the government
acqu iesces  in .  o r  even car r ies  ou t .  the  mur -
ders of.civi l ians," i t  said. "Human-rights
groups reported the widespread and credi-
ble belief that a counterguerrilla group as-
sociated with the security forces had car-
ried out at least some 'mystery killings.' "

The State Department's 1996 report on
Tirrkey did not mention the counterguer-
rillas, but said that " 'mystery killings' con-
tinued to occur with disturbing frequency."
It also said. "The 1995 recommendations

of a parliamentary committee, designed to
purge 'illegal formations' within the state
which the committee said committed some
mystery killings, were not implemented."

The Turkish embassy in Washington
said it had no information on these illegal
formations. Meanwhile, the parliamentary
commission investigating the Mercedes
Benz crash has recommended prosecuting
the lone survivor of the crash, along with
thirty-four others linked to the scandal, in-
cluding several former police chiefs and
officers.

As for Washington's role, the Pentagon
would not tell me whether it was still oro-
v i d i n g  t u n d s  o r  o t h e r  a i d  t o  t h e  S p e c i a l
Warfare Department; in fact, it wouldn't
answer any questions about it. I was told
by officials variously that they knew noth-
ing about it, that it had happened too long
ago for there to be any records avaiiable,
or that what I described was a CIA ooera-
t ion  fo r  wh ich  they  cou ld  p rov ide  no  in fo r -
mation. One Pentagon historian said, "Oh,
you mean the stay-behind organization.
That's classified."f
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