
Sergei Magnitsky died of badly treated illness; no evidence he was beaten 
By Lucy Komisar 

William Browder has developed fanciful lies about Russian prison guards beating Sergei 
Magnitsky to death. He provides no evidence because there isn’t any. In fact, the only 
legitimate reports says Magnitsky died of badly treated illness. Let’s go through the 
evidence. 

Browder has declared, “They chained him to a bed and eight riot guards with rubber 
batons beat him to death.” Evidence? No, a Browder fabrication.  

There were two important independent reports about Magnitsky in prison and death, 
one by the Russian Public Oversight Commission for Human Rights Observance, an 
NGO charged with investigating prison conditions, and the other by Physicians for 
Human Rights in Cambridge, Mass, to which Browder had given documents, including 
the POC report. Neither claims Magnitsky was tortured or beaten or even physically 
abused. 

The Public Oversight Commission report November 16, 2009, the death of Magnitsky’s 
death said: 6:30 p.m. Review by the doctor on duty. Diagnosis: Acute Cholecystitis and 
Pancreatitis.  Hospitalized to the surgery department. For dynamic monitoring and 
treatment. 7:00 p.m. The patient behaves inadequately. Talks to a “voice,” looks 
disorientated, and shouts that someone wants to kill him. He condition is diagnosed as 
psychosis. The emergency doctor was called (order No. 904253). There are no body 
damages apart from traces of handcuffs on the wrists. It was planned to make an anti-
spasm therapy prior to the arrival of the psychiatrist but such therapy was not possible 
due to the aggressive behavior of the patient. 

9:15 p.m. The patient was surveyed again as his condition deteriorated. When the 
psychiatrist was examining the patient the latter’s condition deteriorated sharply. He 
lost conscience. The reanimation procedure was started (indirect heart massage and 
ventilation of lungs using the Ambu pillow). The patient was transferred to the special 
room where he was received an artificial ventilation of lungs and a hormones injection. 
Reanimation procedure lasted 30 minutes. At 9:50pm the patient died. The report. 

The Physicians for Human Rights, Cambridge, Mass. also made no claims of beating. 
The report. The death stories were invented by Browder with zero evidence. 

Yes, conditions were pretty bad. The building was over 100 years old and obviously had 

problems. Browder claimed that the toilet in the cell overflowed, doesn’t mention the 

inmates were moved to other cells. 

Perhaps of some relevance, I read in the NY Times that the U.S. is closing part of its 
Guantánamo facility that still holds 40 people for decades accused and never tried for 
acts of Islamic terrorism. It said: “The plan to consolidate the prisoners was devised 
during the Trump administration, when their former compound, Camp 7, was failing. 
Raw sewage sloshed through the tiers, the power sometimes went out and some cell 
doors would not close at the site.” So, sewage can be a problem in even newer prisons. 

https://c4.100r.org/media/2017/10/Public-Oversight-Commission-report.pdf
https://c4.100r.org/media/2017/10/Public-Oversight-Commission-report.pdf
https://s3.amazonaws.com/PHR_Reports/magnitsky-report-july2011.pdf
https://www.nytimes.com/2021/04/04/us/politics/guantanamo-bay-prisoners.html
https://www.nytimes.com/2020/12/15/us/politics/guantanamo-biden.html


The European Court of Human Rights report also did not back up Browder’s claim that 
Magnitsky had been tortured and beaten to death. 

Here are the photos, as appeared in Russian forensic report, taken the day after Magnitsy’s 

death. Not someone beaten over an hour by 8 baton-wielding thugs. 

 

 

 

 
Though the reports said nothing about a beating, and forensic photos showed no 
indications of a beating, that did not stop Browder. He simply fabricated “evidence” for 
his gullible or politically enthusiastic audience. He faked a death certificate claim, 

https://hudoc.echr.coe.int/eng#{%22languageisocode%22:[%22ENG%22],%22documentcollectionid2%22:[%22JUDGMENTS%22],%22itemid%22:[%22001-195527%22]}
https://www.thekomisarscoop.com/wp-content/uploads/2021/04/224-russian-showing-body.docx


highlighting “closed cerebral cranial injury,” to “prove” that Magnitsky must have been 
beaten on his head. But look at the real death certificate, that gives the lie to Browder’s 
forgery. 
 

 
 

Browder’s manipulated (deep fake) death certificate, on his website. 

 



 

The real death certificate. 

Magnitsky’s mother (a lot more honest than her son’s pseudo-defender) told forensic 
investigators that her son had fallen and hit his head in 1993, 16 years earlier, and 
suffered a concussion, which was treated. The investigators found the medical reports 
and included them in the forensic document Browder received, so the shameless 



prevaricator knew his connection of a cranial injury to the invented Magnitsky beating 
was a fabrication. Here’s what the forensic report said: 

 

P 29 of forensic report 211-8-17 Medical Expert 555/10, English translation that 
Browder provided to Physicians for Human Rights, Cambridge, Mass. 

Interesting that Browder didn’t start out making the beating claim, which is specified in 
the Magnitsky Act. Check the text of his talk at Chatham House in London or 
the video of his talk at San Diego Law School. Here’s how that progressed. 

https://www.thekomisarscoop.com/wp-content/uploads/2021/04/forensic-report-2011-08-17-Medical-expertise-No-555-10-ENG.pdf
https://www.congress.gov/112/plaws/publ208/PLAW-112publ208.htm
https://www.scribd.com/document/25044062/Hermitage-Capital-the-Russian-State-and-the-Case-of-Sergei-Magnitsky
https://youtu.be/zPCZydwIhyg


How Browder changed his stories about how Magnitsky died, graphic by Michael Thau. 

As one can see, Browder said at Chatham House in 2009 that he didn’t know how 
Magnitsky died and at the University of Diego Law School in 2010 that he’d been put in 
an isolation cell and left to die.  

He didn’t invent the beating till December 2011 when, with the collaboration of former 
State Department official Jonathan Winer, he was lobbying for the Magnitsky Act, really 
the William Browder Protection Act, aimed at using U.S. power to block the Russians for 
going after him for massive tax evasion and theft.  

Here is a report by Michael Thau that goes into detail to prove another Browder forgery, 
the “baton” story. 

Evidence that D310.pdf linked to on Russian-Untouchables website to show 
Sergei Magnitsky was beaten with batons is a forgery. 

https://aclearerpicture.net/2019/04/03/evidence-that-d310-pdf-linked-to-on-russian-untouchables-website-to-show-sergei-magnitsky-was-beaten-with-batons-is-a-forgery/#more-2646


  

 

On page 18 of a document titled, Magnitsky Murder & Cover-Up Report linked to on 

Bill Browder’s Russian-Untouchables website, he repeats his story that Sergei 
Magnitsky was beaten to death by eight riot guards armed with rubber batons and, for 
corroboration, links to two untranslated Russian documents: 

1. D309.pdf, which he calls Report on Use of Handcuffs. 
and 

2.  D310.pdf, which he calls Report on Use of Rubber Baton. 
 

http://russian-untouchables.com/rus/docs/P01E.pdf
https://www.russian-untouchables.com/eng/
http://russian-untouchables.com/rus/docs/D309.pdf
http://russian-untouchables.com/rus/docs/D310.pdf


 

 

However, D309 merely says that Magnitsky was placed in handcuffs out of concern 
that he would harm himself. And D310 repeats exactly the same thing but adds that 
they were removed after 30 minutes and that a single rubber baton was also used 
without saying how or giving any other information about it. 
 
 Links to English translations of D309 and D310. 

And, apart from the strange and completely uninformative reference to a rubber baton 
in D310, this accords exactly with the Moscow Public Oversight Commission Report, 

https://aclearerpicture.net/translation-reconstruction-of-d309-report-on-use-of-handcuffs-from-russian-untouchables-website-into-english/
https://aclearerpicture.net/translation-reconstruction-of-d310-report-on-use-of-handcuffs-from-russian-untouchables-website-into-english/
https://www.google.com/search?client=firefox-b-1-d&q=REPORT+OF+THE+PUBLIC+OVERSIGHT+COMMISSION+FOR+HUMAN+RIGHTS+OBSERVANCE+IN+MOSCOW+DETENTION+CENTERS+site%3Awsj.com


which mentions no baton but says that Magnitsky started to behave erratically and 
was handcuffed for thirty minutes out of concern that he would harm himself.  

So, neither D309 or D310 comes anywhere close to confirming Browder’s story that 
Magnitsky was beaten to death by eight rubber-baton-wielding riot guards. In fact, 
both explicitly say the opposite, namely, that he was restrained to stop him from 
causing harm to himself. 

But, though D310 goes no way towards corroborating Browder’s account, it does 
contain the Russian words for “a rubber baton.” And that allowed Browder to falsely 
make it seem to those who don’t read Russian but might nonetheless be capable of 
looking up the meaning of a few words that D310 does support his story about 
Magnitsky’s death. 

 

The Russian words for “a rubber baton,” appearing on D310, however, make no sense 
given what the rest of it says. Moreover, there are other anomalies in D310 which 



indicate that it’s a forgery constructed from copying parts of D309 and other 
documents. 
 
Below is a list of evidence that D310 is a forgery. Each entry contains a link providing further details. 

First, note that D309 and D310 have exactly the same title. The main blocks of text in 
D309 and D310 are also identically worded except that the phrase special means 
were in D309 is replaced by a rubber baton was in D310. 



 

 

But, while D309 is perfectly coherent, that single reference to a rubber baton in 
D310 makes no sense at all given the title and text it shares with D309 . 
Second. Both D310 and D309 refer to the same two Russian laws as governing the 
application of special means they are used to report. But, these laws do not allow a 

https://aclearerpicture.net/the-reference-to-a-rubber-baton-in-d310-makes-no-sense-given-the-rest-of-what-it-says/


baton to be used on a prisoner to stop him from harming himself, though they do allow 
that handcuffs can be used in such cases. So, the written explanation on D310 doesn’t 
justify the use of the rubber baton it mentions. 

Third. The block of virtually identical text that both documents share ends with a 
comma and is missing a closing parenthesis. The sentence is completed on the next 
line in D309, but the next line in D310 starts a new sentence, leaving the previous one a 
fragment. This makes it look like the text on D310 was hastily copied from D309 
without the copier noticing its incompleteness. 

 

Fourth. Here’s one of many examples of astonishingly similar handwritten text on 
D309 and D310, making it look like the latter was traced from the former. 

 

  In fact: Every single word of the handwriting on D310 by the person who allegedly 
filled it out appears to be traced from D309. 

Fifth. The initial hand-written part on both forms indicates that each was filled out by 
O. G. Kuznetsov. [Kuznetsov is a common Russian name and this isn’t the police 
officer Artem Kuznetsov whom Bill Browder accuses of stealing $230 million from the 
Russian treasury.] However, Kuznetsov’s signature only appears on D309. Indeed, 
though D310 contains lines for the signatures of three different people, it doesn’t 
contain any place for the person who actually filled it out to sign. 

https://aclearerpicture.net/the-laws-mentioned-in-d310-dont-allow-a-baton-to-be-used-on-prisoners-to-prevent-self-harm/
https://aclearerpicture.net/the-laws-mentioned-in-d310-dont-allow-a-baton-to-be-used-on-prisoners-to-prevent-self-harm/
https://aclearerpicture.net/incomplete-sentence-copied-from-d309-on-to-d310/
https://aclearerpicture.net/handwriting-on-d310-that-looks-like-it-was-traced-from-d309/
https://aclearerpicture.net/handwriting-on-d310-that-looks-like-it-was-traced-from-d309/
https://aclearerpicture.net/d310-contains-no-place-for-the-person-filling-it-out-to-sign-instead-it-has-a-place-for-3-other-signatures-which-was-used-on-russia-untouchables-website-to-make-it-appear-that-many-men-beat-magnitsk/
https://aclearerpicture.net/d310-contains-no-place-for-the-person-filling-it-out-to-sign-instead-it-has-a-place-for-3-other-signatures-which-was-used-on-russia-untouchables-website-to-make-it-appear-that-many-men-beat-magnitsk/


And, while it’s impossible that a form without any space for the person filling it out to 
sign would be in circulation, used, or accepted, the fact that D310 replaces it with a 
space requesting the signatures of three other people, turned out to be very useful for 
Bill Browder. 

 
 
Sixth. Colonel Tagiev’s signature correctly appears twice on D309. But D310 is missing 
one of his signatures. Furthermore, his signatures on D309 differ from the one 
appearing on D310. 

https://aclearerpicture.net/d310-contains-no-place-for-the-person-filling-it-out-to-sign-instead-it-has-a-place-for-3-other-signatures-which-was-used-on-russia-untouchables-website-to-make-it-appear-that-many-men-beat-magnitsk/
https://aclearerpicture.net/d310-contains-no-place-for-the-person-filling-it-out-to-sign-instead-it-has-a-place-for-3-other-signatures-which-was-used-on-russia-untouchables-website-to-make-it-appear-that-many-men-beat-magnitsk/
https://aclearerpicture.net/colonel-tagiyevs-signature/


Lucy Komisar also contributed to this report. 
 

Author michael thau Posted on April 3, 2019 

 

 

 

https://www.thekomisarscoop.com/
https://aclearerpicture.net/author/michaelthau/
https://aclearerpicture.net/2019/04/03/evidence-that-d310-pdf-linked-to-on-russian-untouchables-website-to-show-sergei-magnitsky-was-beaten-with-batons-is-a-forgery/

